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A Message from Hydro Tasmania

On behalf of Hydro Tasmania congratulations on the 25th anniversary of the King Island Imperial. Accolades

must go to all those who have helped make this an iconic event on the Australian running calendar.

The 25th anniversary is a chance to reflect on what a great event this is -

• The only coast-to-coast running event in Australia.

• The imperial distance of 20 miles which is a perfect stepping-stone for runners from half-marathon to

marathon.

• A professional and challenging run without the crowds and congestion in mainland events.

• The surprise of cheers from people at their mailbox during lonely stretches.

• A full weekend of festivities to suit everyone.

• The passion of competitors who come back year after year.

Good luck to all competitors, well done to all the volunteers and thank you for the opportunity for Hydro

Tasmania to again support the event and be a part of the magic that is King Island.

Kate Hickey

Community Coordinator

Hydro Tasmania



From the Free Willy to the
Erection Crew, the Hydro
Tasmania King Island Imperial
20 is a truly unique event. Both
my colleagues and I on the King
Island Council would like to
extend a very warm King Island
welcome, to all competitors and
supporters for this very special
25th Hydro Tasmania King
Island Imperial 20.

 Every year, competitors rave to
me about the diversity of this
event. To be involved in a race
that is so well support by the
community with over 200
volunteers and generous
sponsorship from businesses, to
being able to watch the race
video while enjoying a meal at
the Imperial Dinner, makes for
an unparalleled experience.

Message from the Mayor

 Having been on the periphery
from its inception, I am acutely
aware of the complexity of this
event. I know it’s a marathon
effort. I would like to
congratulate the dedication
and commitment of the
Imperial 20 committee who
have maintained and refined
this event for 25 years, a
remarkable achievement. I
must also acknowledge, and
thank, the large number of
returning competitors. This is a
testament to the
wholesomeness of this event.

 This event demonstrates what
is possible when a small
community works towards a
common goal.

 I would like to thank you for
joining us,  wish you the best
of luck in the 25th Imperial
race, and hope you enjoy our
island hospitality as much as
we enjoy welcoming you.

DUNCAN McFIE

Mayor



10:00 - 12:30 pm Produce of King Island Market at the King Island Club

11:30- 1:15 pm BBQ at Currie Harbour

1:30 pm Bus Departs Currie for Beach Run at British Admiral

1:40 pm Beach Run - Entries Open

2:00 pm Beach Run

2:30 pm JBS Meat Run - “Free Willies”

2:40 pm Beach Presentations

2:45 pm Bus Return to Currie from British Admiral

6:00:00 PM Carbo Feast and Calcutta

7:30 - 9:30 pm 25 Anniversary Dinner - Invitation Only

9 am - 3 pm King Island Sightseeing Tour

5:00:00 PM Training run with Steve Moneghetti

Schedule of Events

6:00 am Bus Departs Currie for 32 km Walkers

and  32 Runners (Front Markers)

6:30 am Bus Departs Currie for 32 km Runners (Back Markers)

7:00 am Start - 32 km Walkers

7:05 am Start - Walking Teams

From 7:20 am 32 km Runners start progressively

.8:30 am Start - Running Teams

9:40 am Bus Departs for 8 km Events

10:00 am Start - 8 km Walking Events

10:15 am Start - 8 km Running Events

6:00:00 PM Presentation Dinner



Last Minute Questions
We do hope this information guide answers all your

questions.  However, if there is something else you

would like to know please do not hesitate to contact

us.  A committee member will be at the airport to

meet most incoming flights leading up to the event.

Have a chat to one of the friendly committee

members or contact us using one of the methods

details below.

Contact Information
President and Dinners Organiser: Bernie
Weitjens  0429 621 494

Race Director: Ian Allan
racedirector@kingislandrace.org.au

Website
www.kingislandrace.org.au

Merchandise
A limitied range of event merchandise will be available for

purchase on Sunday at the Event Marque located adjacent to

the finishing line and at the Presentation Dinner.  Our

friendly event volunteers will be more than happy to take

orders.
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JBS Beach Run

A 2.7 km predicted time run or walk

held at British Admiral Beach.  Either

drive 4 km from Currie or catch the

free bus at 1:30 from the cnr of Edward

St and Netherby Rd.  Entry at the

beach for $5.  The event starts at 2 pm

on Saturday. The winner who predicts

closest to their predicted time will take

home some fine JBS King Island Beef

JBS Meat Run

Following the JBS Predicted Time run

will be the famous and notorious JBS

Meat Run.  This event, formally

known as the Free Willies Dash for

Cash, is a short beach sprint along the

picturesque British Admiral Beach.

Entries on the day and the first prize

is a cryovac of prime JBS King Island

Beef.

Carbo Feast and Calcutta

Held at the Boomerang by the Sea in Golf

Course Rd, this event begins on Saturday

at 6:00 pm.  Book online via the website.

Watch the sun set over Bass Strait while

carbo loading in preparation for the big

race. The evening begins with the dinner

and finishes with the auction of runners

known as a Calcutta.  What is a

“Calcutta”?  Read on to find out!!!

mailto:racedirector@kingislandrace.org.au
mailto:racedirector@kingislandrace.org.au


Make the most of your trip to King Island and spend a few days experiencing the “Island Lifestyle”.  To make your time on the

island truly memorable the King Island Community and the Race Organisers are staging some extra events.

Special Events
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Run  with Monas

Australian distance running legend

and race record holder, Steve

Moneghetti will on the island as the

Imperial 20 Ambassador. If you are

interested in going for a light

training run head down to Currie

Harbour at 4 pm on Friday.

Steve has retired from competitive

running so this is purely a social

run.  Everyone is welcome.

Anniversary Dinner

Nobody imagined in 1994 that the King

Island Imperial 20 would still be going 25

years later.  To celebrate this milestone

a special evening will be hosted at the

Boomerang by Sea.  Millie Clarke,

Australian Marathon representative at

the Rio Olympics will be at the dinner.

Millie will be hoping to smash the King

Island race record prior to the

Commonwealth Games.  This  dinner

will be hosted by Steve Moneghetti.

Thursday 7:30 to 9:30 pm

Invitation only.

King Island Tour

King Island Benn’s Bus Tours is offering

an full day bus tour of the island.  Sit

back and relax and let the mercurial Jim

Benn guide you around the island.  The

tour will only be available on the Friday

and will head off at 9 am to finish back

in Currie by 3 pm.  Not only will you be

given the chance to appreciate the

majestic splendour of the rugged

roaring forties landscape, there will the

opportunity to have a first hand look at

the 32 km Imperial 20 Course from

Naracoopa to Currie.  Lunch will be

provided. Thanks to the support of

Benn’s Bus Tours the tour will only cost

$25.

To book contact Bernie Weitjens at

president@kingislandrace.org.au

Interested in other tours of the island?

Go to www.kingislandbustours.com.au

BBQ at the Harbour

The event president, Bernie

Weitjens is hosting a BBQ at Currie

Harbour on Saturday from 11:30.  If

you are considering coming along

please let Bernie know.  There will

be a small cost. To contact Bernie

send her a message at

president@kingislandrace.org.au

Market - Saturday

The unique produce of King Island

Market will be held at the King

Island Club in Netherby Rd Currie.

The market will be held between

10 am and 12:30 pm on Saturday.

Lunch available as well as all the

other offerings at the market.

mailto:president@kingislandrace.org.au
mailto:president@kingislandrace.org.au


Ever bought a ticket in a Melbourne Cup Sweep? Well a calcutta is similar to a sweep but with

a few subtle differences.  The first difference is the horses are replaced by the runners in the

32 km event.  Read on for a full explanation.

An information booklet that provides details of all the  runners up for auction will be sent our

via email.  Printed copies of the booklet will also be available at the BBQ on Saturday

afternoon and at the dinner.

At the beginning of the evening you can choose to purchase tickets in the

draw (raffle).  Tickets can be purchased for $1 at the entrance to the dinner.  If your ticket is

drawn out of the hat, you will be then allotted as the drawer of a particular group of runners.

If you don’t draw a group you can still bid in the auction but there are benefits being a

drawer.

A “form guide” providing performance details of all the handicapped

runners will be available at the dinner.  This should help you make a decision.

After main course the auction begins. The runners are auctioned in

groups of three.  The groups comprise one front marker, one middle marker and one

backmarker.

After the Calcutta (auction) is completed, the successful

bidders will need to approach the cashier to pay for their groups.  A drawer will only have to

pay 50% of their successful bid or  will receive a 50% reinbursement if they chose not to buy.

50% of the pool to the buyer of the group with the first runner across the line

20% of the pool to the buyer of the group with the second runner across the line

10% of the pool to the buyer of the group with the third runner across the line

10% of the pool to the buyer of the group with the fastest male runner

10% of the pool to the buyer of the group with the fastest male  runner

Successful punters will be presented with their payouts at the presentation dinner on Sunday

evening.

The Calcutta



Presentation Evening and Prizes

First over the line $1000

Fastest Male $1000

Fastest Female $1000

Age Group Prizes

Handicappers Award

Fastest Male

Fastest Female

First King Island Male

First King Island Female

First Female, Male and Mixed Teams

First Sporting Team

First Corporate Team

First Female, Male and Mixed Teams

First Sporting Team

First Corporate Team

Prizes and Awards ....... to be presented at the dinner

HYDRO Tasmania is proudly hosting

this year’s Presentation Dinner.  The

evening, often regarded as the highlight

of the weekend, is held on the Sunday

evening.

The menu features fresh King Island

produce. The dinner provides an ideal

opportunity to kick back, relax and get

together with fellow competitors. And

if you are lucky you could be one of the

prize winners.

The event will be held in the Town Hall

with the doors swinging open at 6:00.

To book a ticket follow the links on the

event website.



Race Information
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Gear Transport and Collection

A van will be located at the start to

transport competitors’ bags and clothing to

the finishing line. All gear will be available

for collection close to the finishing line.

The race organisers will endeavour to look

after all possessions, but will not accept

responsibility for the loss or damage of any

of these possessions.

Bus to the Start

Buses will depart Currie for the starting

lines at either Naracoopa (for the 32 km

events) or the Power Station (for the 8 km

events).  All buses will be departing

Currie from the cnr of Edward St and

Netherby Rd.  If you intend to leave a

car at the finishing line, please avoid

parking in Main St. Refer to the

schedule for details of the departure

times

Recovery Area

After finishing , drinks, fruit and first aid

personnel will be on hand.   For those

competitors who wish to cool their legs

Currie Harbour is only a short walk away.

Driving to Naracoopa

The course between Naracoopa and Currie

will be closed to traffic for the event.  If you

are driving to the start we suggest these

detours; from Currie via Fraser Rd, from

Grassy via Yarra Creek and Millwood Rds.

Breakfast at the Starting Line

A light continental  breakfast will be

on offer at the starting line at

Naracoopa.  No need to book.

Finishing Line Food

The  will once again

be serving their much sought after steak

sandwiches. The  is

conveniently located close to the finishing

line, and is a popular stop for those

wanting to sample local pies, salad rolls,

coffee and a range of other treats.

 is an ideal location to

cheer on the runners as they begin the

final 50 m to the finish. 

 serves a range of food and drinks.

Cheese Bags

After finishing eligible competitors can

collect their “Cheese Bags” from the King

Island Dairies stand, located on the Currie

Post Office steps, by simply showing their

race number.   Those eligible to recieve a

cheese bag:

- 32 km Walkers and Runners (one bag each)

- 32 km Walking and Running teams (one bag

per team)



More Race Information .....
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will be available for

collection at the starting lines.  Race

numbers must be worn throughout the

race, especially while finishing as to

activate the timing system.

Contact the race organisers if it is

important that you collect your race

number prior to race day.

: All entrants in the 32 km

running event, will be emailed details of

their starting time and handicap the

week prior to the event.  This

information will  also be available in the

in the Calcutta Guide.  Printed copies

of the guide will be available the BBQ

and at the Carbo Dinner.

 The road

closure is only for the purpose of this

event.  No bikes, dogs, horses etc…

The walking events are

not judged.  Walking  entrants please

take care to maintain a walking action

at all times while competing in the

event.

All competitors are reminded that there is only a partial road closure for the event.

Runners and walkers must only use the right hand side of the road.  The only exception

is at the start, when competitors will be on the left hand side of the course for the first

1500m.  As the day progresses the roads will be opened to normal traffic movement.

There are not any stringent cut-off times.  Competitors who are still on the course

after the roads are opened will be offered transport to the finishing line or may

continue on the course but at their own risk.  If a competitor opts to continue on the

course after the roads have been opened, they must stay off the road at all times.

Road Closures and Target Times

Target Times

Starting Time 7 am 8 am

8 km 8:22 9:07

16 km 9:44 10:14

24 km 11:06 11:21

Finish 12:30 12:30



 Over the previous 24 years the Imperial 20 has been held, it has been fortunate that the event

has never been cancelled.  King Island is typically windy and the temperature could be best described as mild.  However, if the

weather conditions are extreme, the race may be modified or even cancelled.  The safety of the competitors and volunteers is

paramount.

: In case any runners or walkers are finding the conditions warm and unconfortable, cooling stations will be

located at or near the 10 km, 14 km, 18 km, 22 km, 26 km, 30 km and finishing line.  At these cooling stations water, spray

bottles and shower buckets will be on hand to cool the body.

Even More Information
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Toilets

Toilets will be available at the

following locations:

● At the starting line

● Near the 8 km, 16 km and 24

km Drink Stations

● Currie Harbour 31.3 km

● Finishing Line Area

Race Records

32 km Running Event

Female Record - 2.03:47.3
Amelia Aslanidis (2017)
Male Record - 1.37.48
Steve Moneghetti  (2002)

32 km Walking Event

Female Record - 2.52:54
Claire Tallent (2016)
Male Record - 2:36:33
Jared Tallent (2016)

Crayfish Sales

King Island has a well-deserved

reputation for its gourmet produce,

particularly its Crayfish.  An event

sponsor, , will be selling

Crayfish over the event weekend.

Orders need to be placed by Friday

10th of March. The crayfish will be

priced at the market rate on the

day.   To place an order contact

Rose at

kingisland@stores.foodworks.com.au

Sunday Event Results

Mobile Phone Coverage

If you have noticed that your

mobile phone isn’t working,

one explanation is that only

Telstra phones work on King

Island.

Even if you do have a Telstra

phone you will find it difficult to

get reception in many areas on

King Island.

JBS Beach Run Results

Results and Certificates

All the results, times, places

and individual certificates will

be available live online.  Either

follow the links from the event

website or scan these QR

Codes



Course Description
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The race begins on the east coast at

Naracoopa.  After starting on the lawn

outside Baudins, the course initially

heads NW for 700 m before making a u -

turn, then returning past the starting line.

Runners and walkers then have the

opportunity to appreciate the majestic

views of Sea Elephant Bay on the left

before turning into Forrest Street to

begin the trek across the island.  After

turning onto Pegarah Rd, the first

challenge is a short but sharp climb up

the Naracoopa Hill.  The course then

gradually climbs for the next 6 km before

reaching the highest point being about 9

km into the race. After 14 km, in a

region known as Pegarah, the road is

then known as Grassy Rd.  Don’t be

fooled, as long as you are heading west

you won’t be heading to Grassy.  The

road undulates over the next 10 km

meandering through majestic King Island

Farm land.  Just after the 22 km mark

runners and walkers will catch a view of

Hydro Tasmania’s wind generators.  If it

is windy there is a very good chance that

the generators could be meeting the

island’s entire energy needs.  After

moving past the generators, the first

glimpse of the western coast will

come into view.  This is only short

lived as  the course then turns right  to

heading Nth on Wicks Rd for 2 km

before then turning W into Fraser Rd

for the final 6 km to the finish.  After 3

km the course turns into Main St

heading towards the township of

Currie.

After a short but sharp climb past the Catholic and Anglican Churches the course

heads down hill into the CBD.  This is when there is a cruel twist.  With the finishing

line tantalizingly close there is still another 1500 m to go.   After waving good bye to

the finishing line the course heads down

Wharf Rd to Currie Harbour on the

eastern shore of the island only to then

take a u-turn to then head back up Wharf

Hill to the finish.  



Drink Station Information
Drink stations will be located

approximately every four km

across the course.  There will be

an additional drink station 2 km

from the finishing line

Drinks

All drink stations provide cups of

genuine King Island rain water, as

well as sports drinks.

Other Items

If you need a sugar hit at the

drink stations, feel free to snack

on jelly beans.   Chafing and

blisters are the curse of all

endurance athletes.  To ease the

discomfort, the drink stations will

have Band-Aids and Vaseline on

hand.

Litter

Race organisers request that if

competitors are not able to find a

rubbish bin to dispose of a cup or

drink bottle, then they simply

drop it by the side of the road.

Please do not throw any litter off

the road, as this makes it harder

to clean up.

Personal Drinks Specifics

Please take note of the following

details:

● The drink will need to be clearly

labelled with your race number

and location.

● Competitors are responsible for

placing the drink in the correct

container.

● Drinks must be dropped in the

bins at the starting line prior to 7

am.

● The drinks will be placed on the

first table at the drink station.

Competitors are responsible for

finding their own drinks, however

the volunteers will do their best

to assist.

The race organisers offer a personal

drink service for those entered in

the 32 km individual events. To take

advantage of this service simply

bring your special drinks or potions

to the starting line and place them in

the specific container.  The drinks

will then be transported to the

requested drink station location.
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Personal Drinks Service



Each team will need to organise a support vehicle to

transport team members across the course. Drivers of support vehicles

will need to collect a road access permit, race numbers and instructions

from Race Day Coordinator, Chris,  at the starting line in Naracoopa.

 We request that the support vehicles do not follow the

participants, but instead drive ahead to the next checkpoint.  The speed

limit on the course is 20km per hour. Please slow down when travelling

past competitors.  Drivers need to be aware that only a partial road

closure is in place, and that there will be other vehicles on the roads,

travelling in either direction.

will be in the vicinity of the 8 km, 16 km and 24 km

markers.  Drivers must park in the area as indicated by the course signage

or as directed by a course marshal.  The relay change location is also

indicated by course signage. Team members must wait off the road until

the incoming team members is close.  To complete the change the

runner or walker must tag the next team member.

It is a tradition for relay teams to cross finishing line together. A

good meeting place to get the team together, would be outside Harbour

Rd Café.  The team member who is covering the final leg will need to

finish slightly ahead of the rest of the team.

We do request that all teams are considerate of other competitors

finishing at the same time.

Relay Team Information
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King Island
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